
Matthew 16:22-23 Learning to See From God's Point of View

Introduction:  The word “savourest” means “to set the mind on; to think”. It carries the idea of having a
particular point of view. Thus Jesus told Peter that he did not see from God's point of view but from 
man's point of view.

 I. Peter's failure to believe what Jesus said.
 A. Jesus had announced that He would suffer and die at Jerusalem, Verse 21.
 B. Peter took Jesus and began to rebuke Him, Verse 22a.

 1. He took hold of Jesus physically, as though He could physically hold Him back from 
going to Jerusalem.

 2. He verbally rebuked Jesus denying that Jesus would suffer and die there, Verse 22b,
 C. Can you imagine such a thing!

 1. He had just acknowledged that Jesus is God.
 2. Now he tells God (Jesus) that what He has said is wrong. 
 3. Can you imagine such audacity!

 D. Lest we be too critical of Peter, let us realize that we have done the same thing. 
(At least I have.)
 1. Before I was saved I, like Peter, acknowledged that Jesus is Deity, God in human flesh.
 2. Then the preacher read the bible saying that if I would only repent of my sins and trust 

Jesus as my Savior, I would be saved. 
 3. But I said, “No. No that's not right. I have to live good and do right if I am going to 

make it.”
 4. Thank God I finally came to my senses. I trusted Jesus and He saved my soul.
 5. Even after I was saved I did the same thing.
 6. The preacher preached that once I was saved I was saved forever. (He read scripture, 

John 5:24.)
 7. Once again my mind said, “No, that is not so. If I should slip up and do some bad wrong

I would be a gone gosling. (I would split hell wide open.)
 8. It was not easy to see that I was wrong and Jesus is right.
 9. I am not the only one; it happens over and over again.

 II. The Lord's rebuke of Peter.
 A. Peter did not get very far with his rebuke of Jesus.

 1. Jesus turned sharply and faced Peter squarely, Verse 25.
 2. When Peter saw the look in Jesus' eye he must have known that he had put his foot in 

his mouth.
 3. Then when Jesus spoke all doubt was removed.
 4. Both the tone of the voice and the words that Jesus spoke were sharp.
 5. Jesus said “Get thee behind me...” which in modern terms would be “Get out of my 

sight. Get out of here.”
 B. Jesus called Peter “Satan”.

 1. This is because he was acting like Satan and talking like Satan.
 2. Here was a man who was saved and who was usually a very godly man who was acting 

like the Devil and talking like the Devil.
 3. Did you ever see an otherwise godly person act like the Devil or talk like the Devil?
 4. Did you ever see that person do some ungodly deed and lash out in a fit of temper or 

speak with profanity or filthy speech?
 5. Were you ever guilty of such a thing?



 6. We have all been guilty in one way or another at one time or another.

 III. Peter's problem.
 A. Jesus told Peter that he did not see things from God's point of view, but from man's point of 

view.
 B. This is our problem today.

 1. It is extremely difficult for the unsaved to see things from God's point of view.
 2. It is even difficult after one is saved.

 C. But there is something we can do to learn to see things from God's point of view.
 1. Recognize that He is God and is all knowing: He is never wrong.
 2. Acknowledge that He is right even when we cannot understand how He is right.
 3. Search the scriptures for an explanation of God's point of view.
 4. Ask God for an explanation.
 5. Believe that God is right whether or not we ever understand the reason for it.

Conclusion:
1. Our first task is to listen reverently to the Lord and to believe what He says.
2. Let us never challenge or doubt what He says.
3. We do need to be very careful to rightly understand what He says.
4. Once we understand, we need to act according to His will.
5. Let us do or stop doing at His command.
6. Some of you need to be saved.
7. All of us who are saved should serve Him.

God is right about how to get saved.
God is right about how to live after we are saved.
God is right about baptism.
God is right about church membership.
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